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WMEMORANDUNM FOR: Assistant Dirsetoy fas Spscial Activities
Teputy Assistant Uivecter for Special Activities

SUBJECT : Summary of SOA Activities for Week Ending
30 Nevember 1963

1. DPERATIONAL MISSIONS

a. IDEALIST

SRS A W

{1} Opegational Letachwents.

{a} AN dstachmeats wers setained sa the teelve-bouy plert
that was issusd tmmediately after the assassination of President
Keunedy. A dscialos should be forihcoring #son as ko haw long
the alert will be malintaised.

{5) Leployment of the Edwards Iretachment to Harney Adr
Force Base has besn delayed pesding spproval of the 3pecial
Group. The new date for this movement was set as I Decern-
per with the Detachment aterted for & mission on 3 Uecember
1963 againsi | targets.

{2) Aecidest Bosrxd Prolimisary Comclusions. A prelimisary
raport from the 3AC Aceidest investigation Baard coacersiag Arvticle
350 showed that the aircrafl was complutely intact upon Impact with
the watez, that the pilot had sjected neny the time of the Lupact, that
the engine was ant ronaing at the timns, and that the pdlot bad bean
having pressurization pradlerse. All componscts of the alrcrafs that
could have had an sflect an the geccident are belng returned to the air-
creft and engine manuiactarers {oF asalysis. The Basrd has recessed
wuntil the results of this saalysis have been setermined. It was decited
during the iavestigation ihat the remainder of the wrechage woeld be
dispased of st sea by the Navy This would include sll classifled item:s
alsa. .
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{3} Conlference Vith Fisld Pegsonnel.

{a) A Headguarters conference has bees plansed for 2 thre
13 Lecember {oy consasders and pilot reprasentatives froc:
the Hdwards Detachsient aad| |etachr-ent. Faor
securily reasons, the confersice will take place in a dellilng
oot located in the Headyuarters Arvea.

{b} The purpose of the conferencs jg twolsld] operational,
as wall ag adrmintetrative asd pevsonnel, matters will be dise
cussed. The conference will tnclude a recapitulation of
ILEALIST activities aad plans, special project briefings, and
various brisfings on other subjects such as data pracessing,
intelligence comnmunications, materiel and weather., [n addi-
tion, the technical capabilities and sperstion of alrcraft systeacs
sech a8 Systems IXA, XOA, | | and careras and
filrv: will be Ciscussed. Az & result of thens briefinge and ds-
cugsions, pollcies will be ssfablished to Lmplesent recommen~
dations and solve adictnietrative problems.

b SATELLIITES, CORONA/MURAL Mission 90561 was lasached
succesefully at 1616 hours E37 on Thuraday, 27 Novercher. The satele
lite systercs seenied 1o be working ssiisfactorily. Recowvery is planned
for 2 ifecember 1963,

2. ORCART PROGRANS

a. PRESIDENT JOHKSOUN'S BRIEFING. A portislio {prepared to
assist in briefing the Fresident on the A-12 pragram) was sulenitted ta the
LAvector of Central Intelligeacs through the DU/S&T for use in discussiag
the subject »f advanced "U.3, reconsaissance capability” with the Preai-
demt. The Prasident evidesced conslderable interest ia the programs.

b, ORCART RECONNAISSANCE ACHIEVEMENTS

{1) Alrcraft 12! flew Flight #93 os Tuesday, 2& November 19463,

and set twe new records for the A-12 aivcraft. Ths Jesign speed »f
MACH 3.2 was achieved aad malmained for more than sas mdante
before it becarme nacessary to slow down ln srdsr o keap fran: sver-
rusning the boundary of the Special Operating Area which has been
eatablished fory conducting flight tests. The altitude attaines {73, 002
foet) was also a record for these A-~12 flights. Lngines sad apibes
asparated soxoothly ihxw@hwt the flight, but a wmild sirflow roughness
was persistent above MACH 3, 05,
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{2) Fiight #94 was fown on 27 Movermber with ansther new Bigh
| |at 74, 200 feet. XNo significant probless were en-
countered,

3. GENERAL - Second Generation of Plesser Reconmaissance Yazellites.

a Due to the cascallatisn of LANYARD and the decrease in flight
frequency »f CORDNARURAL-type mlssions, sagineering perssanel ou
these programa praodbably will begia to drift to jobs in mr’tma. A
question hxs been ralsed by the CORORA Prajact Office at Pxla Alts,
Callfsrnin, on the desirability of nsing this experienced talent to conduct
s desired criteria stedy o5 a second generation Ploneer Reconmalssance
Sateliite. ‘

b. ﬁmmwm with the curreant systes: has brought to Mght rmany

" ways t2 cake 3 better syatan: if the desigrers could begin anew. hiod-

sruivatios of systemn requiverents would praceds laitiation of the actual
work. It ta believed that a roore realistie and practical system cau be
develaped in a minlo e amaunt of time wader CIA sponsorship than could
be attained uader the Departivent of Defecse syster. '

Chinf, Programs HMall
{Special Activities)
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